CHURCH OF THE SACRED HEART
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Saturday, July 11:
5:00 Joseph & Michila Abate

Saturday July 18:
5:00
J. Gordon

Sunday, July 12:
7:00 Deceased Members of The Quinn &
McCauley Families & Souls in Purgatory
9:00 Susan Pellecchia
11:00 Shawn Gunawardena
1:00 Brendan Hoey

Sunday, July 19:
7:00 AM
T. Zulch
9:00 AM K. Apoe
11:00 AM P. Jezycki
1:00 PM
W. Ortiz

Monday, July 13:
9:30 Diana Kisto
Tuesday, July 14:
9:30 John & Patricia Molloy
Wednesday, July 15:
9:30
Patricia McBratney
Thursday, July 16:
9:30
Thomas J., Virginia & Gerard Crane
Friday, July 17:
9:30
Joan M. Prenty
Saturday, July 18:
9:30
Frances Montalbano
5:00
Joseph Souza
Sunday, July 19:
7:00 Ben Zarrelli
9:00 Rosemary Finigan
11:00 Edward Gural
1:00 Deceased Members of
The Decker Family

July 12, 2020

Meghan Clark, Alberto Meranda, Anna Parente, James
Parente, Mary Kenny, John C. Marino, Cpl Justin Campbell, Sheila Jones, Frank Silvestri, Christian Pepo, Jean
Forte, Kathryn Capofari, Barbara Rotondo, Mark Herman, Frances Bocignone, Crystal Helewa, Daniel Juliano,
Linda Powers, James Carney, Danny Fortunato, Frank
Juliano, Joseph Brancato, Carmela D’Angelo, Michael
Guerin, Michael Meyer, June Laub, Frank Musuruca,
Timothy Carlson, Richard Ross, Bette Ann Pascarella,
Joanne Prato, Joseph Koslowski, Diana Umana, Isaiah
Roland, The Munoz Family, Brianna Scilabra, Judy Dele,
Kassem Ripen, Ernestine Scott, Shakee Johnson, Steven
Riggio, James Ross, Robert G. Pavis, Michael Loughran,
Sal Parisi, Cinderella Wonsewitz, Patrice Martin, Lucille
Baron, Michael J. DiCostanzo, Catherine Broderick,
Omari Roland

Collections:
June 28th………………………$10,609.00
July 5th………………………….$8,536.00
Once again we thank all of our parishioners who so generously supported us
through the recent pandemic. Every donation is appreciated. We also encourage our
parishioners to sign up for online giving.

July 12, 2020

Reading 2

The Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Reading 1

IS 55 :10-11

Thus says the LORD:
Just as from the heavens
the rain and snow come down
and do not return there
till they have watered the earth,
making it fertile and fruitful,
giving seed to the one who sows
and bread to the one who eats,
so shall my word be
that goes forth from my mouth;
my word shall not return to me void,
but shall do my will,
achieving the end for which I sent it.
Responsorial Psalm PS 65:10, 11, 12-13, 14
R. (Lk 8:8) The seed that falls on good
ground will yield a fruitful harvest.
You have visited the land and watered it;
greatly you have enriched it.
God’s watercourses are filled;
you have prepared the grain
R. The seed that falls on good ground will
yield a fruitful harvest.
Thus have you prepared the land: drenching its
furrows,
breaking up its clods,
Softening it with showers,
blessing its yield.
R. The seed that falls on good ground will
yield a fruitful harvest.
You have crowned the year with your bounty,
and your paths overflow with a rich harvest;
The untilled meadows overflow with it,
and rejoicing clothes the hills.
R. The seed that falls on good ground will
yield a fruitful harvest.
The fields are garmented with flocks
and the valleys blanketed with grain.
They shout and sing for joy
R. The seed that falls on good ground will
yield a fruitful harvest.

Rom 8:18-23

Brothers and sisters:
I consider that the sufferings of this present time
are as nothing
compared with the glory to be revealed for us.
For creation awaits with eager expectation
the revelation of the children of God;
for creation was made subject to futility,
not of its own accord but because of the one who
subjected it,
in hope that creation itself
would be set free from slavery to corruption
and share in the glorious freedom of the children
of God.
We know that all creation is groaning in labor
pains even until now;
and that not only have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
we also groan within ourselves
as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies.
Alleluia
R. Alleluia, alleluia
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower.
All who come to him will have life forever.
R. Alleluia, alleluia

Gospel

MT 13:1-23 or 13:1-9

On that day, Jesus went out of the house and sat
down by the sea.
Such large crowds gathered around him
that he got into a boat and sat down,
and the whole crowd stood along the shore.
And he spoke to them at length in parables, saying:
“A sower went out to sow.
And as he sowed, some seed fell on the path,
and birds came and ate it up.
Some fell on rocky ground, where it had little soil.
It sprang up at once because the soil was not deep,
And when the sun rose it was scorched,
And it withered for lack of roots.
Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew
up and choked it.
But some seed fell on rich soil, and produced fruit,
a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold
“Whoever has ears ought to hear.”

(Continued next page)

The disciples approached him and said,
“Why do you speak to them in parables?”
He said to them in reply,
“Because knowledge of the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven
has been granted to you, but to them it has not been granted.
To anyone who has, more will be given and he will grow rich;
from anyone who has not, even what he has will be taken
away.
This is why I speak to them in parables, because
they look but do not see and hear but do not listen or understand.
Isaiah’s prophecy is fulfilled in them, which says:
You shall indeed hear but not understand,
you shall indeed look but never see.
Gross is the heart of this people,
they will hardly hear with their ears,
they have closed their eyes,
lest they see with their eyes
and hear with their ears
and understand with their hearts and be converted,
and I heal them.
“But blessed are your eyes, because they see,
and your ears, because they hear.
Amen, I say to you, many prophets and righteous people
longed to see what you see but did not see it,
and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.

“Hear then the parable of the sower.
The seed sown on the path is the one
who hears the word of the kingdom without understanding it,
and the evil one comes and steals away
what was sown in his heart.
The seed sown on rocky ground
is the one who hears the word and receives it at once with
joy.
But he has no root and lasts only for a time.
When some tribulation or persecution comes because of the
word,
he immediately falls away.
The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the word,
but then worldly anxiety and the lure of riches choke the
word
and it bears no fruit.
But the seed sown on rich soil
is the one who hears the word and understands it,
who indeed bears fruit and yields a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold.”

Sacred Heart 2019-2020 If you and your spouse
are considering a Private/Catholic school for your
children, Sacred Heart is the perfect choice. Sacred
Heart School is a West Brighton fixture with a rich
history of academic and athletic success. The
school currently has an enrollment of 260 students
all of whom are inspired and educated in the image
of God. One hundred percent of our 8th grade
graduates are accepted into their high school of
choice. Many of our students are awarded high
school scholarships, are accepted into advanced/
specialized programs and our school has among the
highest ELA and Math scores on Staten Island. We
place emphasis on technology in the classrooms as
our kindergarten—eighth grade students have
Chromebooks in the classroom. Homework assignments, upcoming events and school news are posted on our school website. Also our basketball, soccer, swimming and golf teams are not only competitive, they win championships! Sacred Heart also
has a Junior National Honor Society as well as drama, art and chess clubs. In addition, we offer a free
Pre-K and financial assistance is available to students from K-8th grade. If you are interested please
contact the school at (718) 442-0347, private tours
are available by appointment.
2020 Cardinal’s Annual Appeal: We are pleased
to announce to our parishioners that Sacred Heart
has met their goal of $74,500. In fact, as of today
are have exceeded it and are currently at $80,759.
Thanks for all those who have donated.

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE
Saturday, July 18:
5:00 Christopher Basile
Sunday, July 19:
7:00 Anthony Basile
9:00 Angela Laureano
11:00 Abigail Cruz
1:00 Juliana Orellana

A Note from The Pastor

of the virus? It got us nowhere.” However,
the same could not be said about sensitivity
toward the sickly. Dolan pointed out that the
Dear Parishioners,
entire world, by means of the shutdown, was
Cardinal Dolan wrote a meaningful ar- manifesting a concern for the weakest among
ticle recently entitled, “The Classroom of us. That care for the common good is a very
COVID-19” (Catholic New York, 18 June good thing. It is the essence of a civilized, en2020.). He enumerated the lessons that lightened society.
The Cardinal spoke of the power of solwe’ve learned during the shutdown. What
itude.
The philosopher Blaise Pascal once regraces and blessings did God bestow upon us
during the shutdown? First, and foremost, marked, “All our problems boil down to our
we were reminded of the centrality of the inability to be happy in our room by ourpresence of the good Lord. Dolan stated, selves.” Dolan said, “We’re rather good com“Just as I was questioning where God was in pany to ourselves! … Silence, no distraction,
all this, I discovered He’s here!” Although no ability to buy, spend, talk, isn’t too bad if
God was with us, we were certainly missing we learn to be at peace with ourselves, all
the Sacraments. “Thank God they’re all on alone. To be sure, too much of it can drive us
nuts, but it’s a talent to be cultivated.”
the way back!”
I liked this list. I would add one more
His Eminence also noted that we were
thing.
St. Augustine, in his magnum opus,
reminded of our need for one another. Being
quarantined left us thirsty for the company of The City of God, said, “God is always trying
family and friends. Moreover, “Not to be able to give good things to us, but our hands are
to comfort and embrace the sick and the too full to receive them.” I felt the bitter void
fragile has wounded us.” But so many rose to during the quarantine, as did all of us. I susthe occasion, said Dolan, such as health care pect that God, in His great love for us, emptied us during the shutdown because in addiworkers.
Another lesson? “Routine is not all tion to the graces and blessings He bestowed
that bad! Most of the time we dread Monday upon us during the shutdown, He has gifts
and groan at going back to work or to school. for us very soon.
Not anymore! We’ve learned the effectiveness of a routine, a scheduled, responsible God bless you!
life. All day in pajamas is good for an occasional snow day, but not for months on end. . Father Eric
. Set some goals and a schedule for the day!
Go to bed at night with a sense of accomplishment.”
We also saw the importance of nurturing the interior life, enriching the mind and
soul through reading, praying, reflecting and
study, while at the same time avoiding that
which distorts our interior equilibrium, such
as too much news. “Yes, reliable newscasters
were very helpful in providing crucial information and keeping us together. But all day
listening and watching know-it-alls give
opinions? No!”
His Eminence also spoke of the futility
of fear. “Can’t we all look back and recall fretting over an occasional cough and a fatigue,
apprehensive that we were the newest victim

Sacred Heart Parish
Groups
Bible Study: Fr. Eric has a weekly Bible study
group that meets on Saturdays from 1-2:30 PM
in the Rectory basement. During the hour The
Rosary is recited, Father gives a short bible lecture and there is a brief group discussion. All
are welcome to attend.

Online Giving: Sacred Heart Parish now offers
online giving, which makes supporting your
parish quick and easy. Online giving is perfect
for older parishioners who find it difficult to
get to Mass, especially during the harsh winter
months. It is also beneficial to couples who
travel often or have a second home in another
state. Finally, online giving is very convenient
for married couples with children whose weekends can be hectic with sporting events, dance
recitals or family obligations. To find out more
simply go to our parish website,
www.sacredheartsi.org, and click on the online
giving icon at the right hand corner of the page.

Altar Servers: We are always looking for new
boys and girls to become altar servers. If you
are in the fourth grade or older, are a practicing
Catholic and have received your first Holy
Communion you can join. If anyone is interested please contact the Rectory at (718) 442-0058
or simply ask Fr. Eric after Mass. Being a server
not only increases one’s spiritual experience at
Mass but also is a great way to get involved in
Sacred Heart Food Pantry: Your Saint Vinthe parish.
cent de Paul Society is once again in need of
donations for our food pantry. Boxes of cereal,
Sacred Heart Youth Group: Sacred Heart
instant mashed potatoes, oatmeal, pasta, jarred
currently has a Youth Group for children in
or canned sauces, vegetables, fruit, meats, fish,
grades 6-12. If your child is interested in joining
peanut butter and jelly are all needed and appreor if you have any questions contact Maria
ciated.
Montouri at (347) 247-2930. The group meets
every first and third Monday of the month in
Maria Goretti Group: The Maria Goretti
the school cafeteria at 7 PM. Being a member
Group will be having an online meeting on Friof the youth group involves volunteering at
day, July 17th, at 8 PM. Their website is
bake sales, food drives and used clothing drives.
www.mgoretti.org. This group exists to help
The youth group also has “Movie Night”, resurvivors of any type of abuse (physical, sexual,
treat weekends and plays laser tag. This is a fun
mental, emotional and financial) find support
way to earn community service credits for
and healing through the spirit of St. Maria
school.
Goretti.
Sacred Heart Holy Name: The Holy Name is
one of the oldest and most respected Catholic
organizations. All men of the parish age 18 and
over are encouraged to join. Since its reformation here at Sacred Heart in 2017 they have
done great things. The meetings are held in the
Rectory Basement on the first Sunday of the
month immediately following the 9 AM Mass.

Welcome Back to all of our parishioners! It is great to have our Church
open and be able to once again celebrate Mass! We missed you all very
much.
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Standing on the Rock CD

by James Wahl
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for little ones, with 10 songs based on Bible
stories and the teachings of Jesus.
This is a new music collection for
preschool children and those who are
in early grade school.
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