CHURCH OF THE SACRED HEART
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

Saturday, December 28:
5:00 Stella Polednak

Sunday, December 29:
7:00 John & Jane Gordon
9:00 Carmine D’Antuono
11:00 Anna Curitore
1:00 Doris Bradley

December 29, 2019

Saturday January 4:
5:00
J. Gordon
Sunday, January 5:
7:00 AM
E. Ortiz
9:00 AM
R. Hansen
11:00 AM F. DiSalvo
1:00 PM
C. Sullivan

M. Gambardella
K. Wisniewski
J. Mooney Sr.

Monday, December 30:
9:30 Joseph Bradley
Tuesday, December 31:
9:30 Andre Roc Jeudy
5:00 People of the Parish
Wednesday, January 1:
9:30 Patricia M. Silvestri
12:00 Angelo Cennamo
Thursday, January 2:
9:30 Thomas Rigney Jr.
Friday, January 3:
9:30 Michael Donohue
Saturday, January 4:
12:15 Frederick Galvin (50th Anniversary)
5:00 Joseph Benvenuto
Sunday, January 5:
7:00 Eleanor Torkelson
9:00 Betteann Foley
11:00 Michael Ward
1:00 Charles M. Donohue

Meghan Clark, Alberto Meranda, Anna Parente, James
Parente, Mary Kenny, John C. Marino, Cpl Justin Campbell, Sheila Jones, Frank Silvestri, Barbara Walsh, Christian Pepo, Jean Forte, Kathryn Capofari, Barbara Rotondo, Mark Herman, Frances Bocignone, Crystal Helewa, Daniel Juliano, Linda Powers, Joseph Detz Sr.,
James Carney, Danny Fortunato, Frank Juliano, Joseph
Brancato, Carmela D’Angelo, Michael Guerin, Michael
Meyer, June Laub, Frank Musuruca, Timothy Carlson,
Rawle Hamilton, Richard Ross, Bette Ann Pascarella,
Joanne Prato, Joseph Koslowski, Diana Umana, Isaiah
Roland, Ralph Munoz Sr. & Jr. Joseph & Jaden Munoz,
Brianna Scilabra, Judy Dele, Kassem Ripen, Ernestine
Scott, Shakee Johnson, Steven Riggio, James Ross

Collections:
December 15th………………….$6,705.00
Retired Religious………………...$1,926.00
Due to an early deadline with our bulletin
company the collections for December
22nd and Christmas will be published
next week

A Note from The Pastor
Dear Parishioners,
Madeleine Black lives in Glasgow, Scotland. She spoke about a terrible experience she
had had and the miserable aftermath that was
neutralized by means of forgiveness. (Marina
Cantacuzino, The Forgiveness Project: Stories
for a Vengeful Age, 2015). Madeleine writes:
“When I was 13, in a flat belonging to my
friend’s mother, who was away for the weekend,
I was attacked by two teenage American students. They held a knife to my throat and tortured and raped me many times over, for about
four or five hours. I begged them to stop, but
they just kicked me and laughed at me. I remember wishing they would kill me to make it all
end. …
I lived in fear that the two young men who
had raped me would kill me one day. I felt
worthless, totally degraded and empty. I thought
it was all my fault, and most of all I felt so dirty
and contaminated. I would spend ages in the
bath for many years afterwards scrubbing my
skin with cleaning products.
I started to become very promiscuous as I
had no self-respect, and if a boy approached me,
I just let him do whatever he wanted because I
thought if I resisted, he would hurt me. At the
same time, I started drinking and taking drugs. I
also stopped eating as that was the only thing I
felt I could control. It became so painful to be
alive that one night I took as many of my mum’s
pills as I could find and ended up in a children’s
psychiatric ward where I spent the next six
months. During that time no one ever asked if
anything had happened to me, even though I was
clearly traumatized.
When I was about 16, I told my mum
about the rape … My dad … wanted to go to the
police, but I begged him not to as I thought it
was my fault and that my attackers would come
back and kill me. I left school at 16 and my parents thought it would be a good idea for me to
get away, so when I was 17, I went to Israel for a
year where I worked on a kibbutz and then spent
time in Ashkelon, which is where I met my husband. I believe meeting him saved my life, as I
was on a path of self-destruction; he loved me
and made me feel worthwhile again. I used to
drive him mad by constantly asking him why he
loved me….

When my eldest daughter was nearly 13, I
started to have lots of flashbacks. I had nightmares for about three years which would wake
me up and I could feel the presence of the young
men in the room and at times could feel their
weight on my body. …
Around this time, I was doing a psychotherapy course, and I knew it was now time to
talk about what had happened. I realized the only way to stop driving myself insane with all the
memories that were flooding in was to come to
terms with the rape and accept it for what it was.
After all, I had survived it and it wasn’t happening anymore.
Most of my life, I hated the men who
raped me and wished them a slow, painful death.
However, as I was working with my therapist,
something happened that I never set out to do
and that was I chose to forgive them. I used to
think that they were evil, but I started to understand that they didn’t come into this world that
way. They were born just like me as an innocent
baby, and then I started to wonder how they
knew to be so violent and cruel to another human at such a young age.
It made me think they couldn’t have had
the best of lives and had witnessed or experienced violence themselves. I also realized that
they wouldn’t know if I felt hate toward them
and the only person it was hurting was me. I can
honestly say that I have no fear, hate or revenge
in my heart towards them anymore. I know that,
whatever they did to me, they can never touch
the real essence of me and who I am.
I am very lucky as I rebuilt my life, have a
beautiful family and feel so grateful to be alive. I
have come to realize that for them to live with
the guilt of what they did must be so much harder than for me to live with the harm they inflicted
on me.”
As we close out the calendar year (and the
decade!) it may be time to forgive someone who
has offended us. Love does not brood over injures. (1 Corinthians 13:5).

Happy New Year!
God bless you!
Father Eric

Sacred Heart 2019-2020 If you and your spouse
are considering a Private/Catholic school for
your children, Sacred Heart is the perfect choice.
Sacred Heart School is a West Brighton fixture
with a rich history of academic and athletic success. The school currently has an enrollment of
260 students all of whom are inspired and educated in the image of God. One hundred percent of
our 8th grade graduates are accepted into their
high school of choice. Many of our students are
awarded high school scholarships, are accepted
into advanced/specialized programs and our
school has among the highest ELA and Math
scores on Staten Island. We place emphasis on
technology in the classrooms as our kindergarten—eighth grade students have Chromebooks in
the classroom. Homework assignments, upcoming events and school news are posted on our
school website. Also our basketball, soccer,
swimming and golf teams are not only competitive, they win championships! Sacred Heart also
has a Junior National Honor Society as well as
drama, art and chess clubs. In addition, we offer a
free Pre-K and financial assistance is available to
students from K-8th grade. If you are interested
please contact the school at (718) 442-0347, private tours are available by appointment.

Retrouvaille Weekend: Retrouvaille is a lifeline
for couples who are experiencing stress or feeling
a strain in their marital status. Do you and your
spouse fight often? Do you feel hurt or frustrated
with your spouse? Have you both considered and
talked about a divorce or a separation? Have you
stopped communicating and simply shut down?
If you or someone you know is experiencing
these problems in their marriage then they should
consider attending a Retrouvaille weekend. The
program consists of a weekend for couples (no
group sessions) with six follow up sessions to
help rebuild their marriage. The next Retrouvaille
weekend is February 21st –23rd, 2020. If you
want to register or have more questions please
call Richard Colasuonno at (732) 236-0671 or
Annette Colasuonno at (732) 672-0748.
Israel Trip: Father Eric is starting to plan a trip
to Israel that will take place August 26-September
3, 2020. This is a once in a lifetime trip to see
and walk the land where Jesus ministered, died
and was resurrected. Please call the Rectory if you
are interested in attending or email Anne Maj at
camaj815@gmail.com.

Rectory Closed: The Sacred Heart Rectory
will be closed on Wednesday, January 1st in ob2020 Calendars are available for our parish- servance of New Year’s Day. On behalf of Faioners in the vestibule of the Church. ther Eric and the faculty and staff of Sacred
Heart school and church we wish all of our paPlease take one when you leave Mass.
rishioners a very Happy and Healthy New Year.
ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE
Saturday January 4:
5:00 Kelly & Erik Shashaty, A. Laureano
Sunday, January 5:
7:00 Christopher, Anthony & Matthew Basile
9:00 Isabella & Ava Jichetti, E. Greene
11:00 D. Rojas, G. Grannis, G. Seaborg
1:00 B. Freund, Thomas & Jack Smith

Solemnity of Mary: Wednesday, January 1st is
the feast of Mary Mother of God. It is a Holy
Day of Obligation which means Mass attendance is required. Sacred Heart Masses will be on
December 31st at 5 PM and January 1st at 9:30
AM and 12 Noon.

Sacred Heart Parish
Groups
Bible Study: Fr. Eric has a weekly Bible study
group that meets on Saturdays from 1-2:30 PM in
the school’s small cafeteria. During the hour The
Rosary is recited, Father gives a short bible lecture
and there is a brief group discussion. All are welcome to attend.

Online Giving: Sacred Heart Parish now offers
online giving, which makes supporting your parish quick and easy. Online giving is perfect for
older parishioners who find it difficult to get to
Mass, especially during the harsh winter months.
It is also beneficial to couples who travel often or
have a second home in another state. Finally,
online giving is very convenient for married couples with children whose weekends can be hectic
with sporting events, dance recitals or family obligations. To find out more simply go to our parish
website, www.sacredheartsi.org, and click on the
online giving icon at the right hand corner of the
page.

Altar Servers: We are always looking for new boys
and girls to become altar servers. If you are in the
fifth grade or older, are a practicing Catholic and
have received your first Holy Communion you can
join. If anyone is interested please contact the
Rectory at (718) 442-0058 or simply ask Fr. Eric
after Mass. Being a server not only increases one’s
spiritual experience at Mass but also is a great way
to get involved in the parish.
Sacred Heart Saint Vincent DePaul Society:
Once again your Saint Vincent DePaul Society is
Sacred Heart Youth Group: Sacred Heart
currently has a Youth Group for children in grades in need of food donations to feed the hungry of
6-12. If your child is interested in joining or if you our parish. We are looking for jars of tomato
have any questions contact Maria Montouri at
sauce, cans of fruit, cans of vegetables, cans of
(347) 247-2930. The group meets every first and soup, canned meats and fish, boxes of cereal,
third Monday of the month in the school cafeteria
rice, pasta, oatmeal, instant mashed potatoes and
at 7 PM. Being a member of the youth group
pancake mix.
involves volunteering at bake sales, food drives
and used clothing drives. The youth group also has Sacred Heart Holy Name: The Holy Name is
“Movie Night”, retreat weekends and plays laser
tag. This is a fun way to earn community service one of the oldest and most respected Catholic
organizations. All men of the parish age 18 and
credits for school.
over are encouraged to join. The next meeting
Legion of Mary: The Sacred Heart chapter of
will be on Sunday, January 5th, at The Schoenthe Legion of Mary meets weekly (if possible) on
statt House after the 9AM Mass. The House is
Wednesday at 6:30 PM in the Rectory. The meetlocated at 337 Cary Avenue.
ing lasts roughly one hour and the members pray
Staten Island Grandmothers Club: All retired
the Rosary and offer assistance to the Pastor. If
you are interested please call Patti Foley at 917-608 women are invited to join the Staten Island
Grandmothers Club. The club meets the first
-7587.
Wednesday of every month for a luncheon at
Sacred Heart Scouts: Pack 74 welcomes all
11:45 at Li Greci’s Staaten. The group helps raise
grades kindergarten thru 8. Weekly meetings are
money for children (primarily on Staten Island)
held on Monday at 7 PM in the school cafeteria.
who are suffering with cancer or other medical
Open registration.
afflictions. If anyone is interested please contact
Alana Chanod at 347-423-1190.

J.S. Paluch Company
Bulletin Advertising Sales Division
• Aggressive Advertising Sales Representative Needed
• Excellent Benefit & Commission Plan
• Earning Potential 60K+ Per Year - Full Time Only
• Must Have Strong Prospecting and Closing Skills
Please Contact Our Recruiter at: 800-621-5197, Ext. 2823
www.jspaluch.com
EOE

Grow Your Business,
Advertise Here.

If You Live Alone You Need LIFEWatch!

Support Your Church & Bulletin.
Free professional ad design & my help!

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY!
✔Ambulance
Solutions as Low as
95
✔Police
✔Fire
www.jspaluch.com ✔Friends/Family FREE Shipping

$19. a month
FREE Activation
NO Long Term Contracts

email: sales@jspaluch.com

For Information ... Call

CALL
NOW!

800.809.3352

MICHAEL J. GAFFNEY, Esq.

No Landline? No Problem!
* Real Time GPS Tracking
* Fall Detection

Master Vehicle & Fall Down Injuries
Construction Accidents • Real Estate
Wills & Estates • NY and NJ cases.
1164 Victory Blvd.

800.524.0263
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www.thegaffneylawfirm.com
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Funeral Directors
Robert M. Cherubini ~ Amanda C.Vaphides ~ Kenneth A. Decker ~ John J. Keenan, Jr.
Treasurer Thomas F. McInerney
1289 Forest Avenue • Staten Island, NY 10302 • Phone 718.442.9047 • Fax 718.795.1991

The Most Complete Online
National Directory
of Catholic Parishes

An Affiliate of
The Mount Sinai Health Network

844-934-CARE

CHECK IT OUT TODAY!

Saint Margaret Sunday Missal
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Free Delivery
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Designed to be

1218 Forest Avenue, Staten Island

The Way of the Cross

Readings • Reflections • Prayers
In Stock & Ready to Order Today.
CALL OR ORDER ONLINE.

St. Peter’s Cemetery

$39.95

800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

A Dignified Catholic Setting
• Grave Sales
Pre-need & Immediate need
• Cremation Niches
Holds 2 Cremation Urns

697 Forest Avenue • Staten Island, NY 10310
(718) 448-6000 • Fax (718) 876-9733 • www.thestaaten.com

Standing on the Rock CD

by James Wahl

FUN AND FAITH-FILLED MUSIC
for little ones, with 10 songs based on Bible
stories and the teachings of Jesus.
This is a new music collection for
preschool children and those who are
in early grade school.
$17.00 + S&H

800-566-6150 • www.wlp.jspaluch.com/14028.htm
865000 Sacred Heart Church (B)

Call 718-442-2363 M-F, 8-12 & 1-3pm

BEAUTIFULLY ILLUSTRATED BOOK
FOR PRAYER ($1.95)
CD ($17) CONTAINS MUSIC
REFLECTIONS FOR EACH STATION.
800-566-6150 • www.wlpmusic.com

World Library Publications
The music and liturgy division of J.S. Paluch Co., Inc.

The World Needs Heroes
NYPriest.com
Have you ever thought of becoming a Priest?
Call
Fr. Luke Sweeney (English)
Fr. Luis Saldaña (Spanish)

Grow in your faith,
find a Mass, and
connect with your
Catholic Community
with OneParish!

914-968-1340

Download Our Free App or Visit

nypriest@archny.com

MY.ONEPARISH.COM

www.jspaluch.com
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• Specialists in Irrevocable Medicaid and Revocable Pre-Arrangements
• Serving All Faiths in All Communities
• Traditional Services Burial and Cremation With Rental Casket Options

The ORIGINAL and ONLY

"Closest, most affordable, family-owned funeral home to Sacred Heart Church"
S. Joann Scamardella - Funeral Director/Owner

332 Broadway, Staten Island, NY 10310
Family Owned and Operated Since 1927

24 Hour Service (718) 981-6622
www.ScamardellaFuneralHome.com

Dr. Craig J. Campbell*

Eger Health Care and Rehabilitation Center

PODIATRIST — FOOT SPECIALIST

High Quality Post Hospital and Long Term Care

Most Insurance & Union Plans Accepted

Enriched Environment Inside and Outside

MEDICARE • GHI • OXFORD

Licensed & Insured

YOU HAVE A CHOICE...INSIST UPON EGER
Mission Driven Not-For-Profit Health Care

www.DalyFenceNY.com

718-989-3057

718-967-2328

BLUE CROSS/BLUE SHIELD
“House Calls Upon Request”
Sacred Heart School Grad. — Class of ’77

Tours Welcome

981-5098 • 827 Forest Ave.
BYOP Grooming & Pet Supplies
Online Ordering • Free Delivery
Full Service Dog & Cat Grooming
Hamster, Guinea Pig, Rabbit Supplies

477 No. Burgher St.

Brian or Sally, coordinators

860.399.1785

an Official Travel
Agency of Apostleship
of the Sea-USA

CST 2117990-70

718-556-BYOP

www.CatholicCruisesAndTours.com
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SAM T. GREGORIO’S FLORIST
WEDDING SPECIALIST — FULL SERVICE FLORIST

814 FOREST AVENUE 718-447-7673

could
be in
this
space!

OPEN 7 DAYS
www.samgregoriosflorist.com
WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

Serra for Priestly and Religious Vocations

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
brushes his teeth

Harmon Funeral Home

with ADVERTISED toothpaste
washes with ADVERTISED soap
puts on ADVERTISED clothes
drinks a cup
of ADVERTISED coffee

571 Forest Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10310 • 718-442-5056

drives to work
in an ADVERTISED car
and then . . . .
refuses to ADVERTISE
believing it doesn’t pay.

OUR FAMILY SERVING YOURS

Later if business is poor
he ADVERTISES it for sale.

FOR FOUR GENERATIONS

WHY IS IT?

✂ Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad”
and Present It The Next Time You
Patronize One of Our Advertisers

K. Terrance McGinley, PRESIDENT
Terrance P. McGinley • Ryan G. McGinley
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Owned by a subsidiary of Service Corp. International, 1929 Allen Pkwy., Houston, TX 77019 713-522-5141
865000 Sacred Heart Church (A)

www.jspaluch.com

Thank you for advertising in
our church bulletin.
I am patronizing your business
because of it!
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