
 
Saturday, March 2: 
5:00  Anthony Venturella 
 
Sunday, March 3: 
7:00     Joan M. Prenty 
9:00     Kazimiera Czarnecki 
11:00   Sergio Mendez 
1:00     Kenneth Jessnik 
5:00     Barbara Unrein 
  
Monday, March 4: 
7:00 Juliana Camardo (living) 
9:00 Anthony Atella 
 
Tuesday, March 5: 
7:00     Patricia McVey 
9:00     Melissa Maggio 
 
Wednesday, March 6: 
7:00     Vocations to the Priesthood 
9:00      Philip Stienert 
12:00  John McCole 
7:00 Sr. Mary Vogl 
 
Thursday, March 7: 
7:00    Edward Joseph Lowe Jr. 
9:00    Dee Kennedy & Corinne O’Brien 
 
Friday, March 8: 
7:00   People of the Parish 
9:00   Mary G. Santora  
 
Saturday, March 9: 
9:00   Ned Thompson (11th Anniversary) 
5:00   Dr. Anthony Flagiello 
 
Sunday,  March 10: 
7:00    John Ghigliotti Sr. 
9:00    Mark Sweeney 
11:00  Raphaella DiLorenzo 
1:00    Charles M, Mary & Charles Donohue 
5:00    Vincenza Carrescia 

 
Saturday, March 9th  
5:00 PM    Mary Rosso   Barbara Kelly 
 
Sunday, March 10th  
7:00 AM   Vincent O’Grady 
9:00 AM    John Mooney Jr.   Evelyn Bilotto 
11:00 AM  Maria Montouri    Regina Torello      
1:00 PM    Patricia Jezycki    Rosetta Messina 
5:00 PM    John Gordon 
 
 
 
 

 
Meghan Clark, Alberto Meranda, Anna Parente, 
James Parente, Mary Kenny, John C. Marino, Cpl 
Justin Campbell, Sheila Jones, Frank Silvestri, 
Barbara Walsh, Christian Pepo, Jean Forte, 
Kathryn Capofari, Anthony Umana, Barbara 
Rotondo, Mark Herman, Frances Bocignone, 
Crystal Helewa, Daniel Juliano, Linda Powers, 
Dana DiPietro, Joseph Detz Sr., James Carney, 
Danny Fortunato, Frank Juliano, Joseph Brancato, 
John O’Dowd Sr., Joseph DeMeo, Carmela 
D’Angelo, Michael Guerin, Michael Meyer, June 
Laub, (baby) Benjamin Michael Thomasen, Frank 
Musuruca, Timothy Carlson, Martin Renert 
 

Collections: 
February 24th..…………………………$7,115.00 
Congratulations to M/M Frank Cecero on winning 
the February 2019 Fifty Fifty. 
 

Ash Wednesday: We remind our parishioners 
that Wednesday, March 6th, is Ash Wednesday. 
Ashes will be distributed after the Masses at 7 
AM, 9 AM, 12 Noon and 7 PM. There will also 
be a 3 PM service which will include the 
children in our CCD program. 

CHURCH OF THE SACRED HEART       March 3, 2019 
 

Eighth Sunday of Ordinary Time 



 

NOTE FROM The Pastor 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

  
 Monsignor William Kerr died in 2009 at the 

age of 68. His close friend, Roger Staubach, the 

former Dallas Cowboys quarterback, said he was a 

man who was as comfortable rubbing elbows with 

world leaders as he was in conversing with the 

homeless. Staubach served Kerr’s first Mass in 

Tallahassee, Florida. After five years as a parish 

priest in St. Louis, Kerr was assigned in 1971 to 

the Catholic Student Center at Florida State 

University. That began a string of education posts 

that included the presidency at La Roche College 

in the diocese of Pittsburgh.  

 Don’t think that Father Kerr led a dull 

existence as an academician. He had an 

adventurous life. Once he stood on the grounds of 

war-ravaged Rwanda, praying over tens of 

thousands of skeletons stacked like cereal bowls in 

your cupboard. In January, 1978, Kerr 

administered the last rites to a murder victim at 

Florida State University and comforted other 

survivors of the rampage. The next month, he was 

face to face with the cause of that rampage, the 

infamous serial killer Ted Bundy.  

 Kerr received a 2 AM phone call from the 

sheriff’s office, which requested his presence at the 

scene of what was euphemistically described as “an 

accident” at the Chi Omega sorority house. Kerr 

entered the tragic locus where Bundy had murdered 

two women, sexually assaulting one of them. Kerr 

gave the last rites to a victim and consoled another 

student nearby who was absolutely convinced that 

the only reason she was still alive was that she was 

praying the Rosary in bed during Bundy’s carnage. 

 A month later, the sheriff called him about 

the capture of the murder suspect. Although he was 

not a Catholic, Bundy had asked to see a priest. 

The sheriff told Monsignor Kerr he could refuse 

the request if he wished. After all, Bundy was an 

escape artist. The sheriff warned him sternly that if 

Kerr was held hostage, there would be no 

negotiations. The priest answered, “Sheriff, if he 

wants to see a priest, I have to come.” Kerr met 

Bundy and continued a dialogue with the killer that 

lasted 10 years.  

 Bundy’s last conversation with Father Kerr 

occurred January 22, 1989, two days before he was 

executed for his crimes. He asked Kerr if he 

thought God could forgive him. Kerr responded, 

“God can extend His mercy and forgiveness to me 

and to you. God’s mercy is infinite, and you should 

ask for that.” The priest said he intuited Bundy’s 

remorse from their first meeting. He said, 

“Somehow I think this man knew he had within 

him a terrible spirit that he wanted to get rid of.” 

 Some claim that the Rosary created some 

kind of force field around the Catholic co-ed who 

somehow eluded the grasp of this killing machine. 

They insist that Bundy confided to Kerr that when 

he entered the girl’s room he just couldn’t go on. In 

any event, even had these circumstances never 

occurred, the power of the Rosary is well 

established. 

 Pope Leo XIII said, “The Rosary is the most 

excellent form of prayer and the most effective 

means of attaining eternal life. It is the remedy for 

all our evils, the root of all our blessings. There is 

no more excellent way of praying.” Pope St. Pius X 

said, “If there were one million families praying 

the Rosary every day, the entire world would be 

saved. Of all prayers it is the most rich in graces. It 

is the prayer that touches most the Heart of the 

Mother of God. If you wish peace to reign in your 

homes, recite the family Rosary.” St. Padre Pio 

said, “Go to the Madonna. Love her! Always say 

the Rosary. Say it well. Say it as often as you can! 

Never get tired of praying. It is what is essential.” 

 As we approach Ash Wednesday, perhaps 

we might consider praying the Rosary more during 

Lent. The Rosary undoubtedly keeps us protected 

under the mantle of our Mother and Queen.

 (For further reading see Bill Zlatos, 

“Monsignor Kerr Has Faced Both Horror and 

Hope,” archivetriblive.com, 9 Nov 2003) 
 

 

God bless you! 

Father Eric 

                              
    
 
 
 
 



Sacred Heart 2019-2020 If  you and your 
spouse are considering a Private/Catholic 
school for your children, Sacred Heart is the 
perfect choice.  Sacred Heart School is a West 
Brighton fixture with a rich history of  academic 
and athletic success. The school currently has 
an enrollment of  262 students all of  whom are 
inspired and educated in the image of  God. 
One hundred percent of  our 8th grade 
graduates are accepted into their high school of  
choice. Many of  our students are awarded high 
school scholarships, are accepted into 
advanced/specialized programs and our school 
has among the highest ELA and Math scores 
on Staten Island. We place emphasis on 
technology in the classrooms as our 
kindergarten—eighth grade students have 
Chromebooks in the classroom. Homework 
assignments, upcoming events and school news 
are posted on our school website. Also our 
basketball, soccer, swimming and golf  teams 
are not only competitive, they win!  Sacred 
Heart also has a Junior National Honor Society 
as well as drama, art and chess clubs. In 
addition, we offer a free Pre-K and financial 
assistance is available to students from K-8th 
grade. If  you are interested please contact the 
school at (718) 442-0347, private tours are 
available by appointment.  
 
Sacred Heart Open House Dates:  
Tuesday, March 19th 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
Tuesday, April 9th 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM 
 
 

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE 
Friday, March 8, 2019, Stations of the Cross 
7:30  M. Perkett, J. Torres, M. Fernando 
Saturday, March 9, 2019 
5:00   M. Donovan, A. Gallagher, K. Gallagher 
Sunday, March 10, 2019 
7:00  Kevin, Maggie & Harry Postler 
9:00  I. Jichetti, Kelly & Erik Shashaty 
11:00 A. Buscemi, M. Donovan, J. Torres 
1:00  Mary, Kathleen & Siobhan McCafferty 
5:00  J. Orellana, K. Brady, G. Brady 

2019 Cardinal’s Appeal: The annual Cardinal’s 
Stewardship Appeal has commenced and Sacred 
Heart’s goal has been set at $74,500. Many 
parishioners have already received mail regarding 
the appeal and we ask that you be as generous as 
your means will allow. Sacred Heart has 
consistently met its goal every year and we thank 
our parishioners for their support. 
 
Sacred Heart Irish/Italian Night: The YAC will 
be hosting their annual Irish/Italian Night on 
Saturday, March 23rd from 7-11 PM. Admission is 
$20 per adult and $40 per family with RSVP to 
Denise Breslin at (772) 209-8277 by March 15th. 
Tickets can be purchased at the door. Dan 
Donovan & Brian Carrion will be performing live 
entertainment. The delicious menu includes 
homemade Corned Beef and Cabbage, Sheppard’s 
Pie, & Spaghetti & Meatballs. Please feel free to 
bring anything else for you and your guests. Please 
make checks payable to Sacred Heart YAC. 
 
Lenten Regulations: Lent begins on Wednesday, 
March 6th and ends on Holy Thursday, April 18. 
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast 
and abstinence. Fasting means only one full meal 
may be taken that day. Two smaller meals can be 
eaten to maintain physical strength but the two 
together must not equal one full meal in quantity. 
Snacking between meals is not permitted. Catholics 
ages 18-59 are obliged to fast on Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday. Those who are not specifically 
obliged to fast are encouraged to join in the 
discipline of fasting to the extent that they are able. 
Abstinence forbids the eating of meat and poultry. 
Those who have reached the age of 14 are obliged 
to abstain on Ash Wednesday and all the Fridays 
during lent. This obligation is operative throughout 
life. Those who are not specifically obliged to 
abstain from meat are encouraged to join in the 
discipline of abstaining to the extent that they are 
able to.  
 
Stations of the Cross: During the Fridays of Lent, 
Sacred Heart will have Stations of the Cross at 7:30 
PM beginning on Friday, March 8th. This is a great 
way to sacrifice and show devotion to our Lord 
during the Lenten Season. 



 

Sacred Heart Parish 

Groups 

 
Bible Study: Fr. Eric has a weekly Bible study 
group which meets on Saturdays from 1-2:30 PM 
in the school’s small cafeteria. During the hour 
The Rosary is recited, Father gives a short bible 
lecture and there is a brief group discussion. All  
are welcome to attend. 

 

Altar Servers: We are always looking for new 
boys and girls to become altar servers. If you are 
in the fifth grade or older, are a practicing Catho-
lic and have received your first Holy Commun-
ion you can join. If anyone is interested please 
contact the Rectory at (718) 442-0058 or simply 
ask Fr. Eric after Mass. Being a server not only 
increases one’s spiritual experience at Mass but 
also is a great way to get involved in the parish.  

 
Sacred Heart Youth Group: Sacred Heart cur-
rently has a Youth Group for children in grades 
6-12. If your child is interested in joining or if 
you have any questions contact Maria Montouri 
at (347) 247-2930. The group meets every first 
and third Monday of the month in the school 
cafeteria at 7 PM.  Being a member of the youth 
group involves volunteering at bake sales, food 
drives and used clothing drives. The youth group 
also has “Movie Night”, retreat weekends and 
plays laser tag. This is a fun way to earn commu-
nity service credits for school. 
 
Legion of Mary:  The Sacred Heart chapter of 
the Legion of Mary meets weekly (if possible) on 
Wednesday at 6:30 PM in the rectory. The meet-
ing lasts roughly one hour and the members pray 
the Rosary and offer assistance to the Pastor. If 
you are interested please call Patti Foley at 917-
608-7587. All are welcome.  
 
Sacred Heart Scouts: Pack and Troop 74 for 
grades K-10 for “ALL” children meets on Mon-
days at 7 PM in the school cafeteria, open regis-
tration. 

 
Holy Name:  The Holy Name Society is one of the 
oldest and most traditional groups of the Church. All 
men of the parish ages 18 and older can attend.  The 
next meeting of The Holy Name will take place on 
Sunday, March 10th after the 9 AM Mass in the Rec-
tory basement. All men ages 18 and older are invited. 
 
Sacred Heart RCIA:  Have you or anyone you 
know expressed an interest in becoming a Catholic? 
Were you baptized a Catholic but never received the 
sacraments of Communion and Confirmation. We 
offer the opportunity for people to come together in 
small groups to learn more about The Catholic Faith. 
These sessions center on the teachings and experi-
ences of the Gospels and the Church while prepar-
ing individuals to celebrate the sacraments of Bap-
tism, Communion and Confirmation. Candidates will 
make their sacraments at Sacred Heart during the 
Easter season.  Call the rectory at (718) 442-0058 if 
you or someone you know is interested in more de-
tails.  
 
Sacred Heart Choir:  The Adult Choir sings  
weekly at the 11 AM Mass on Sunday. Rehearsals 
take place at 10:30 AM in the choir loft. If any new 
members who can carry a tune wish to join they do 
so by simply showing up. Being a member of the 
choir is a great way to enhance your spiritual experi-
ence at Mass. Remember he who sings prays twice! 
 
Online Giving: Do you know that Sacred Heart 
Parish now offers online giving which makes sup-
porting your parish quick and easy. Online giving is 
perfect for older parishioners who find it difficult to 
get to Mass especially during the harsh winter 
months. It is also beneficial to older couples who 
travel often or have a second home in another state. 
Finally, online giving is very convenient for married 
couples with children whose weekends can be hectic 
with sporting events, dance recitals or family obliga-
tions. To find out more simply go to our parish web-
site, www.sacredheartsi.org, and click on the online 
giving icon at the right hand corner of the page.  
 

Housekeeper Needed: A housekeeper is 
needed for the Rectory. Part-time hours, if  in-
terested please contact Fr. Eric at (718) 442-
0058. 




