
 
 
Saturday, March 30: 
5:00  Bridget Jordan 
 
Sunday, March 31: 
7:00     David Pecoraro 
9:00     Angel Mujica Jr. 
11:00   Alfred Volpe 
1:00     Eileen Leigh 
5:00     Barbara Unrein 
  
Monday, April 1: 
7:00 Arthur Kitchen 
9:00 George Froehlich (1st Anniversary) 
 
Tuesday, April 2: 
7:00     Peter Juan Jr. 
9:00     Frank J. Santora 
 
Wednesday, April 3: 
7:00     Frank Pennissi 
9:00     Mary Osmak 
 
Thursday, April 4 : 
7:00    People of the Parish 
9:00    Thomas Daly 
 
Friday, April 5: 
7:00   Anthony Accardo 
9:00   Alfred Russo  
 
Saturday, April 6: 
9:00   Deceased Members of the Perry Family 
5:00   Patricia M. Silvestri 
 
Sunday,  April 7: 
7:00    Edward Shapiro 
9:00    Deceased Members of the Decker Family 
11:00  Mary Osmak 
1:00    Carlo Ferraro 
5:00    The Meglio Family 
  

 
Saturday, April 6th  
5:00 PM    Frank Pontiero     Patricia Foley  
 
Sunday, April 7th  
7:00 AM     Sister Barbara 
9:00 AM     Roy Hansen        Maryanne Gambardella 
11:00 AM   Frank DiSalvo    Ken Wisniewski      
1:00 PM     Charles Sullivan  John Mooney Sr. 
5:00 PM     Jack Gordon 
 
 
 
 

 
Meghan Clark, Alberto Meranda, Anna Parente, 
James Parente, Mary Kenny, John C. Marino, Cpl 
Justin Campbell, Sheila Jones, Frank Silvestri, 
Barbara Walsh, Christian Pepo, Jean Forte, 
Kathryn Capofari, Anthony Umana, Barbara 
Rotondo, Mark Herman, Frances Bocignone, 
Crystal Helewa, Daniel Juliano, Linda Powers, 
Dana DiPietro, Joseph Detz Sr., James Carney, 
Danny Fortunato, Frank Juliano, Joseph Brancato, 
John O’Dowd Sr..Carmela D’Angelo, Michael 
Guerin, Michael Meyer, June Laub, (baby) 
Benjamin Michael Thomasen, Frank Musuruca, 
Timothy Carlson, Martin Renert 
 
Collections: 
March 24th…....…..……..……………….…$5,738.00 
Building Fund……………...…….…………....$598.00 

 
II Wedding Banns 

 
Marvin James Billups 

& 
Mandy Delia Figueroa 

 

The flowers on the Altar are donated in the 
loving memory of Arlene Cunningham on the 
25th anniversary of her death by her family. 
 

CHURCH OF THE SACRED HEART       March 31, 2019 
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 



 

NOTE FROM The Pastor 

 

Dear Parishioners, 
 Recently Catholics were outraged when the 

governor of New York State signed a law that 

amounted to infanticide. Some felt strongly that by 

pushing for something so ghastly and ghoulish he 

should have been excommunicated and publicly denied 

Holy Communion.  

 Charles Chaput, Archbishop of Philadelphia, 

says well, “Denying anyone Communion is a grave 

matter. It can never be ruled out as a course of action, 

but it should be reserved for serious cases of public 

scandal where it can actually make a difference. The 

Church always expects Catholics who are living in 

grave sin or who deny the teachings of the Church—

whether they’re highly visible officials or anonymous 

parishioners—to have the integrity to respect both the 

Eucharist and the faithful, and to refrain from receiving 

Communion. But especially because of their high public 

profile and the public confusion caused by their views, 

Catholic officials who act against Catholic teaching in 

their political service on a foundational matter like 

abortion should not present themselves for 

Communion.” (Render Unto Caesar: Serving the 

Nation by Living our Catholic Beliefs in Political Life, 

2012)  

 Archbishop Chaput points out that denying 

anyone Communion is not primarily a “penalty” for the 

individual. It is not an act of retaliation. When the 

Church denies the Eucharist to any person, she does so 

to protect the integrity of the Sacrament, defend the 

faith of her people, and call the offending individual to 

conversion.  

 Chaput explains, “The Catholic Church is a 

web of relationships based on the most important 

relationship of all: Jesus Christ’s gift of Himself to us in 

the Eucharist for our salvation. None of us earns the gift 

of Christ’s love. None of us ‘deserves’ the Eucharist. 

The words of the centurion are just as true today as they 

were two thousand years ago: ‘Lord, I am not worthy to 

receive you, but only say the word and my [soul] will be 

healed’ (Matthew 8: 8).” 

  Chaput writes, “We should also remember 

these words of Saint Justin, the great martyr from the 

second century: ‘No one may take part [in the 

Eucharist] unless he believes that what we teach is true, 

has received Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and 

new birth, and lives in keeping with what Christ 

taught.’ What’s the lesson for Catholics? Fifty years 

ago, too many of us avoided receiving Communion out 

of an excessive fear of our own sins. Today, far too 

many of us receive Communion unthinkingly, 

reflexively, with no sense of the urgent need for our 

own self-examination, humility, and conversion. Worse, 

too many Catholics receive the Body and Blood of 

Christ even when they ignore or deny the teachings of 

His Church. When we sin by theft, lying, adultery, 

pride, gossip, anger, envy, callousness to the poor, 

pornography, or indifference, we do not live ‘in keeping 

with what Christ taught.’ We remove ourselves, by our 

actions, from friendship with God.”  

 Likewise, says, the archbishop, “Saying we’re 

Catholic and then rejecting Catholic teaching is 

dishonest; it shows a lack of personal integrity. Even 

worse, if we then receive Communion, we violate the 

rights of every Catholic who does believe and does 

strive to live the faith fully and unselfishly. And that 

compounds a sin against honesty with a sin against 

justice and charity. Again, as Justin Martyr said, ‘No 

one may take part [in the Eucharist] unless he believes 

what we teach is true.’”   

 Saint Paul warned first-century Catholics: 

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of 

the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of 

profaning the Body and Blood of the Lord. (1 

Corinthians 11: 27). Jesus wishes to embrace each of us 

in a supernatural way in Holy Communion at every 

Mass. Why? Because He loves each of us with an 

infinitely intense love.  

 However, as in every other embrace the 

circumstances must be appropriate, otherwise the 

embrace can be a scandal or, even worse, an act of 

violence. For instance, if a man hugs a woman 

intimately and that woman is his loving wife, then that 

embrace expresses their union and furthers their love. 

On the other hand, if a man hugs a woman intimately 

and their relationship is just casual or, worse, she does 

not even know him, then that embrace becomes 

offensive. It can even be a crime. Do you see the 

difference?  

 Similarly, when we come to step forward on 

the line for Holy Communion and we embrace Jesus 

internally, with our souls, if we are living in the state of 

grace, going to Mass each Sunday and Holy Day, 

seriously committed to following His moral 

commandments and assenting to His doctrine, then that 

embrace expresses our union with Jesus and furthers the 

mutual love between Jesus and us, the communicants. 

 However, if the communicant is not in the state 

of grace and then receives the Holy Eucharist that 

person is like the man who intimately hugs a woman he 

does not know. In such a case the Communion of such a 

person is a sacrilege and a mortal sin. St. Paul speaks of 

this in 1st Corinthians: Whoever consumes the 

Eucharist unworthily eats and drinks judgment upon 

himself. (11:29). Receiving Holy Communion is a 

serious thing, children of God, not just for politicians.  

 
God bless you! 

Father Eric 

                              



Sacred Heart 2019-2020 If you and your spouse 
are considering a Private/Catholic school for 
your children, Sacred Heart is the perfect choice.  
Sacred Heart School is a West Brighton fixture 
with a rich history of academic and athletic 
success. The school currently has an enrollment 
of 262 students all of whom are inspired and 
educated in the image of God. One hundred 
percent of our 8th grade graduates are accepted 
into their high school of choice. Many of our 
students are awarded high school scholarships, 
are accepted into advanced/specialized programs 
and our school has among the highest ELA and 
Math scores on Staten Island. We place emphasis 
on technology in the classrooms as our 
kindergarten—eighth grade students have 
Chromebooks in the classroom. Homework 
assignments, upcoming events and school news 
are posted on our school website. Also our 
basketball, soccer, swimming and golf teams are 
not only competitive, they win!  Sacred Heart 
also has a Junior National Honor Society as well 
as drama, art and chess clubs. In addition, we 
offer a free Pre-K and financial assistance is 
available to students from K-8th grade. If you are 
interested please contact the school at (718) 442-
0347, private tours are available by appointment.  
 
 
Stations of the Cross: During the Fridays of 
Lent, Sacred Heart will have Stations of the 
Cross at 7:30 PM beginning on Friday, March 
8th. This is a great way to sacrifice and show 
devotion to Our Lord during the Lenten Season. 
 
 

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE 
Friday, April 5, 2019, Stations of the Cross 
7:30  Christopher, Anthony & Matthew Basile 
Saturday, April 6, 2019 
5:00   J. Mullen, M. Perkert, M. Fernando 
Sunday, April 7, 2019 
7:00  J. Orellana, Julia & Sean Ahern 
9:00  A. Gallagher, K. Gallagher, A. Buscemi 
11:00 J. Torres, R. Delamasa, G. Seaborg 
1:00  Ann, Mary & Kathleen McCafferty 
5:00  Kevin, Maggie & Harry Postler 

Congratulations to all the fine children of  
our parish who made their Confirmation 
this weekend. May God bless them all. 
 

Sacred Heart 2019 Confirmands: 
 
Julia Elizabeth Ahern, Natalie Rose Bala, 
Anthony Joseph Basile, Kathleen Elizabeth 
Ann Bozzo, Jude Michael Canepa, Nadiya 
Natalie Crisano, Grace Elizabeth D’Ambrosio, 
Maria Joan D’Ambrosio, Mason Francis 
Dowd, Veronica Helena Kaleta, Leah Clare 
Kuhl, Noah John Paul Lorczak, Ann Helena 
McCafferty, James Francis Merlino, Nicholas 
Jerome Mezzadri, Taylor Clare Miller, 
Guilherme Anthony Mimoso, Saran Theresa 
Moschella, Heather Cecila Muir, Riley Lucy 
Mullen, Jacquelyn Kateri Pavia Montes, 
Gianna Catherine Scalcione, Kelly Anastasia 
Shashaty, Sophia Francis Virella. 
 
Talia Therese Benevento, Kaileigh Faustina 
Brady, James Francis Curran, Michael Peter 
D’Arrigo, Terriann Elizabeth Eadicicco, Jack 
Francis Gordon, Abby Therese Guastella, 
Chelsea Elizabeth Henriquez, Erin Lucille 
Holmes, Kristin Florence Holmes, Lauren 
Elizabeth Immitt, Cooper Hubert Keane, 
Melissa Therese Martinez, Gabriel Gabriel 
McAree, James Andrew Parascandola, 
Chirstopher Nicholas Petricevich, Emma Rose 
Ruggiero, Fiona Jane Ryan, Charlotte Rose 
Sciarrino, Henri Andrew Tabansi, Francesca 
Lucy Tavano, Christopher Christopher Tiu, 
Jacob Michael Torres, Justo Paul Vega, Lily 
Rose Walsh, Michael Matthew Walsh, Eugene 
Charles Worrell.  
 

2019 Cardinal’s Appeal: The annual Cardinal’s 
Stewardship Appeal has commenced and 
Sacred Heart’s goal has been set at $74,500. 
Many parishioners have already received mail 
regarding the appeal and we ask that you be as 
generous as your means will allow. Sacred Heart 
has consistently met its goal every year and we 
thank our parishioners for their support. We 
now stand at approximately 82 % of  our  goal. 




