CHURCH OF THE SACRED HEART

The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ

Mass for the
Intentions week

© 1.5 Pahuck £ fax.

Saturday, June 22:
5:00 James Drury

Sunday, June 23:

7:00  Susan Pellecchia

9:00  Michael Bilotto

11:00 Patricia M. Silvestri

1:00  Deceased Members of The Decker Family
5:00  Fr. Soju Varghese (Living)

Monday, June 24:
7:00  People of the Parish
9:00 Jeremiah & Dorothy Teehan

Tuesday, June 25:
7:00  Souls in Purgatory
9:00 Martin & Alice Geraghty

Wednesday, June 26:
7:00  Brother James Kelly F.S.C.
9:00 Brendan Hoey

Thursday, June 27:
7:00  Joseph Russell
9:00 Thomas J., Virginia & Gerard Crane

Friday, June 28:
7:00 David losue
9:00 Donald O’Shea

Saturday, June 29:
9:00  Josephine Francis
5:00 Lois Mazzitelli

Sunday, June 30:

7:00 Rosette Rautenstrauch
9:00 Coleen McGlynn Lee
11:00 Ben Zarrelli

1:00 Fred & Bessie Althoff
5:00 Edward Pak

June 23, 2019
&BEE@&S Eucharistic
Ministers
Saturday, June 29:
5:00 B. Jones P. Foley

Sunday, June 30:

7:00 AM  Sister Barbara

9:00 AM  J. Mooney Jr. E. D’Antuono
11:00 AM  P. Jezycki P. Jezycki

1:00 PM  T. Cunningham  J. Mooney Sr.

5:00 PM  F. Maley

2 I8, Faloch Co., Inc.

Meghan Clark, Alberto Meranda, Anna Parente,
James Parente, Mary Kenny, John C. Marino, Cpl
Justin Campbell, Sheila Jones, Frank Silvestri,
Barbara Walsh, Christian Pepo, Jean Forte,
Kathryn Capofari, Anthony Umana, Barbara
Rotondo, Mark Herman, Frances Bocignone,
Crystal Helewa, Daniel Juliano, Linda Powers,
Joseph Detz Sr., James Carney, Danny Fortunato,
Frank Juliano, Joseph Brancato, Carmela
D’Angelo, Michael Guerin, Michael Meyer, June
Laub, (baby) Benjamin Michael Thomasen, Frank
Musuruca, Timothy Carlson, Rawle Hamilton

Collections:

June 16th........ooooiiiiiii $6,490.00
Latin AMerica......vviveiii i, $1,585.00
Father’s Day.........ccooooooiiinin ... $516.00

The Bread and Wine are donated in
the loving memory of James Drury by
the Drury Family.



NOTE FROM The Pastor

Dear Parishioners,

The universal Church celebrates the Most
Holy Eucharist every day, but today, in a special
way, she honors the Blessed Sacrament in the feast of
Corpus Christi. A young man named Muhammad,
was living in his home country of Iraq in the late
eighties. He had a life-changing dream one day. He
writes:

“The dream, then—I remember it very
clearly—situated me on the bank of a stream that was
not very wide, not quite a meter [yard]. On the other
bank was a figure about forty years old, rather tall,
dressed in a beige one-piece garment in the Middle
Eastern style, without a collar. And I felt irresistibly
drawn toward that man, impelled by the desire to go
over to the other side to meet him. Then when I
began to leap over the stream, I found myself
suspended in the air for several minutes that seemed
to me like an eternity. Somewhat alarmed, I even
feared that I might never be able to come back down
to earth. As though he had sensed my growing
uneasiness, the man on the other side stretched out
his hand toward me, so as to help me cross the
watercourse and land beside him. At that moment I
was able to have a leisurely look at his face: blue-
gray eyes, a thin beard, and medium-length hair. I
was struck by his beauty. Looking at me with an
infinitely kind expression, the man slowly spoke to
me a single enigmatic sentence, in a reassuring and
inviting tone of voice: ‘To cross the stream, you must
eat the bread of life.””

During the Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988),
Muhammad was conscripted and stationed with a
Catholic, who, upon Muhammad’s request, gave him
the four Gospels to read. When he read the Bread of
Life Discourse in St. John, chapter 6, he began to
understand the dream he had had. A great desire to
become a Catholic and to receive Holy Communion
began to well up within him. Unfortunately, no
Catholic parish wanted to welcome him to become a
fellow Catholic. The pastors, and even the bishop,
were afraid because of Sharia law, which decrees
death for those who convert from Islam to
Christianity, and death for those who foster the
conversion.

When the parents, uncles and brothers of
Muhammad learned that he was secretly practicing
the Catholic Faith, they assaulted him and had him

put into prison. It was a horrendous experience.
Much of his 16 months behind bars was spent in a
jail cell two meters by two meters with sixteen other
inmates. His weight plummeted from 265 pounds to
120 pounds. He was tortured many days, even with
electric current. He returned home and his family
kept him under constant surveillance to make sure
that he no longer attended Mass or read the Bible.

To make a long story short, Muhammad, with
the assistance of the Catholic community, eventually
escaped to Jordan, and was permitted to remain as a
refugee. He and his wife and children were baptized.
In Baptism, Muhammad took the name Joseph. First
Holy Communion was later that day at Mass. He
wrote:

“After the Mass, I felt that I was filled with an
unusual courage, like a warrior running to combat, as
if Baptism and Holy Communion had made a new
man out of me. Forgetting my situation and the
circumstances hostile to Christianity, [ wanted to leap
and bound to communicate to those around me the
overflowing joy that dwelled within me. At a more
prosaic level, this strength gave me that evening the
resolve that I needed to put out what I considered to
be my last cigarette. | was quite proud of that exploit,
considering that I had started smoking while very
young.”

He and his family were persecuted also in
Jordan and so the painful decision was made to leave
the Middle East and settle in France, where they live
today. I strongly encourage you to read his story.
(Joseph Fadelle, The Price to Pay: A Muslim Risks
All to Follow Christ, 2012). What struck me when I
read it was how much this man suffered for his
Catholic faith, and what immense and overwhelming
obstacles (over a 13-year period) that he overcame to
reach the day of his first Holy Communion. It also
occurred to me how much we take for granted that
which (Joseph well understood) is so priceless and
precious.

Happy Feast Day!
God bless you!
Father Eric




Sacred Heart 2019-2020 If you and your spouse
are considering a Private/Catholic school for your
children, Sacred Heart is the perfect choice. Sacred
Heart School is a West Brighton fixture with a rich
history of academic and athletic success. The
school currently has an enrollment of 262 students
all of whom are inspired and educated in the image
of God. One hundred percent of our 8th grade
graduates are accepted into their high school of
choice. Many of our students are awarded high
school scholarships, ate accepted into advanced/
specialized programs and our school has among
the highest ELLA and Math scores on Staten Island.
We place emphasis on technology in the
classrooms as our kindergarten—eighth grade
students have Chromebooks in the classroom.
Homework assighments, upcoming events and
school news are posted on our school website.
Also our basketball, soccer, swimming and golf
teams are not only competitive, they win
championships! Sacred Heart also has a Junior
National Honor Society as well as drama, art and
chess clubs. In addition, we offer a free Pre-K and
financial assistance is available to students from K-
8th grade. If you are interested please contact the
school at (718) 442-0347, private tours are available
by appointment.

DO THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME

ALTAR SERVER SCHEDULE
Saturday, June 29, 2019

5:00 M. Donovan, G. Garcia, R. Delamasa
Sunday, June 30, 2019

7:00 Kevin, Maggie & Harry Postler

9:00 I. O’Neal, L. O’Neal, E. Greene
11:00 B. Freund, T. Smith, J. Mullen

1:00 Ann, Mary & Kathleen McCafferty
5:00 C. Tabansi, A. Cruz, G. Grannis

YAC News: The YAC is currently accepting
coaching applications for the 2019-2020 basketball
season. Player registration for the 2019-2020
basketball season is also underway and those
interested can register at
sacredheartbasketballsi.org. Sacred Heart is in need
of a track coach for the upcoming fall cross
country track season. If anyone is interested in
coaching or if they have questions regarding
basketball registration they can contact Tom
Corson at 718-909-7709.

Edger Sweeney Golf Outing: The 6th annual
Edger Sweeney Memorial Golf Outing will be held
on Monday, July 1st. Tee time is at 1 PM at Silver
Lake Golf Course. The price is $175 per person
which includes golf and dinner, the price for dinner
only is $65. Dinner will be at The Staaten at 6 PM.
This year our honoree will be the late Mark
Sweeney, Edger’s son who passed away last year.
Hole sponsorships are available for $100 and Prize
Sponsorships are available for $250. For more
information please contact Jeff Maida at 917-270-
8229, Roddy Wier at 917-355-1829, Tom Mallen at
646-436-7862, Tom Corson at 718-909-7709 or
Rick McGlynn at 646-361-2187.

Harmon Pre-Planning: Kristen Liberatore of
Harmon Funeral Home will be hosting a Pre-
Planning Funeral Seminar on Wednesday, June
26th, at 3 PM at the funeral parlor. Light
refreshments will be served.

Capital Campaign/Cardinals Appeal: We are

delighted to inform our parishioners that we have
in fact made our 2019 Cardinal’s Appeal goal of
$74,500. We thank everyone who has donated.
Also, just an update on our Capital Campaign
projects. The school parking lot has been repaved,
a new boiler has been installed and installation of
air conditioning units will be taking place
imminently. We are also in negotiations to
purchase a new truck for the custodian. The
Rectory roof has been replaced and we are in talks
with an architect to begin the expansion of our
Church vestibule and the addition of a second,
handicapped-equipped bathroom. Thanks to all
who contributed as you have made all this possible.



SACRED HEART PARISH
GROUPS

Bible Study: Fr. Eric has a weekly Bible study
group that meets on Saturdays from 1-2:30 PM
in the school’s small cafeteria. During the hour
The Rosary is recited, Father gives a short bible
lecture and there is a brief group discussion.
All are welcome to attend.

Altar Servers: We are always looking for new
boys and gitls to become altar servers. If you
are in the fifth grade or older, are a practicing
Catholic and have received your first Holy
Communion you can join. If anyone is inter-
ested please contact the Rectory at (718) 442-
0058 or simply ask Fr. Eric after Mass. Being a
server not only increases one’s spiritual experi-
ence at Mass but also is a great way to get in-
volved in the parish.

Sacred Heart Youth Group: Sacred Heart
currently has a Youth Group for children in
grades 6-12. If your child is interested in join-
ing or if you have any questions contact Maria
Montouri at (347) 247-2930. The group meets
every first and third Monday of the month in
the school cafeteria at 7 PM. Being a member
of the youth group involves volunteering at
bake sales, food drives and used clothing
drives. The youth group also has “Movie
Night”, retreat weekends and plays laser tag.
This is a fun way to earn community service
credits for school.

Legion of Mary: The Sacred Heart chapter
of the Legion of Mary meets weekly (if possi-
ble) on Wednesday at 6:30 PM in the Rectory.
The meeting lasts roughly one hour and the
members pray the Rosary and offer assistance
to the Pastor. If you are interested please call
Patti Foley at 917-608-7587.

Sacred Heart RCIA: Have you or anyone
you know expressed an interest in becoming a
Catholic? Were you baptized a Catholic but
never received the sacraments of Communion
and Confirmation? We offer the opportunity
tor people to come together in small groups to
learn more about the Catholic Faith. These ses-
sions center on the teachings and experiences
of the Gospels and the Church while preparing
individuals to celebrate the sacraments of Bap-
tism, Communion and Confirmation. Candi-
dates will make their sacraments at Sacred
Heart during the Easter season. Call the Rec-
tory at (718) 442-0058 if you or someone you
know is interested in more details.

Online Giving: Do you know that Sacred
Heart Parish now offers online giving, which
makes supporting your parish quick and easy?
Online giving is perfect for older parishioners
who find it difficult to get to Mass, especially
during the harsh winter months. It is also bene-
ficial to couples who travel often or have a sec-
ond home in another state. Finally, online giv-
ing is very convenient for married couples with
children whose weekends can be hectic with
sporting events, dance recitals or family obliga-
tions. To find out more simply go to our parish
website, www.sacredheartsi.org, and click on
the online giving icon at the right hand corner

of the page.

Holy Name: The Holy Name Society is one
of the oldest and most revered groups of the
Church. All men of the parish ages 18 and
older are encouraged to join this group. The
group usually meets on the first Sunday of the
month after the 9 AM Mass in the Rectory
basement. The next meeting has been sched-
uled for Sunday, July 7th, at 9 AM. Light re-
freshments are served.







